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lu response to repeated phone calls,“had half-nour"conversation^ 

; I , 1 ; 1 , *»• •“« “ ehad ™P°r* on our informal? conversation U%m?< 

f.f 1 * *• K aad r souiewhat to his Surprise, had received sessaaelfe 
from to 06 traiismitted to me. (D react t.hi e oi /M.O,» v-^ 


v ^iuw. /.;■•• • r ■ •£•raw'\ ■ ■'#?, - it® I 

. ((unaer l; tnis specifically appliedltOpBerliii.))^ 

^ :q replied that is SU actions in Cub a : had already caused Admirfereat^ 
^trouole; in view of recent,events, K assurance Jaa both hoUow^u ^ 
-y.,i^taray. D uemurrea tnat he had tried to reach me with messaged '• 

’ \-ent a ^°’ 4 1 *!*’ Pri ° r t0 discover y °f SAMs, Pres, statement of 

^ p 4, was tnis nxnt that SU would not announce SAmS if US did not - ' 
encouragement to Pres to refrain from announcing? Or was n aonro^h^ 
motivateu by, or anhan made even more urgent by, pres statement of^ff 
-eanwniie. STi war n-r^too + v T1 <•> >11... , _ - UA rr-4. 


i„. lt /0 xx 7 M r c,CilWiB urgent oy, pres statement o 

til U ^fS?ri e L S Lrj ro !r““* U :? ?**»»»» ’'as.tuis a 


hint 

woul 


t n4t ,, A” eh ’ ~V ^vwo»oxng u-a strongly; was tnis a 4E 

' s I i i 0uld ^ be stopped: a) incident would cause "trouble » f P 

? ° U if e t0 US actl0n > would release K from bargain: 5 b) presence ^ 
■Ahs made incident Dossibl r? n.\ +hcro _•.. . . * l esence iV- 


?Lu^d)“iJ e u^ C th ettt P0SSiDle; C) there was ^othi^ a more fo^Hc^ 

1na ’ d) there were anything more there to find K woular'f ^ 4 

( ‘“ ,l U “f u 1 , 0r f! it political!, prior to eiootion; c)4treforo 

" eli aot t0 lind lt prior to election (assuming Pres would not- 

r.wate 

sria,! * k *. - —.‘5 a8ax*sn. 


flights temporarily.)) //n-^ ^ ^ --- ®u»p«uuv;. 

I nnf saeil d' er , here—and he^d£un§taring f up 1 0ufeaff ? - u ~ 2 ? Seems .simply 

•o»-u Borl“)\v X ^r a «Hi’: i ^':l -. t0 Pfiticular iasue ((i.ejf 


nid‘r » SvWsSiS 

sr-vE rErgfif f 

been no ofiicial reply vet ^haf 1 Wlt u tiliS comiaent » th at there had 

D said he vomd LpoJi attrtudl “14“ “ eWSpaperS v,ere - # 

several times that no thine ntw tl* ! ■ Cttb * carel ' ull l'' He repeated-:,:, 
had been proceeding gradually and °? ln Cuba >. tnat events there 

there were purely for defensive' quietly for some time, that arms 

between offensive and defensive ^^ poses * J cited pres distinction 
defensive pp , aeleil&lve weapons, and he said weapons were ' ' 

or doviet'sraaps* tehnnici“ns 1 ’eEctro“‘ ln ‘ 5 ° r otherwise - °h »y mention,!; 

((SOU. reua tnis as meamn: aUatfio ^ 0r “ issile Preparations' 

, meaning strategic missiles; I taae it aa*SAKs)) 

US day, Sept b, D described weapons as defensive to stev)) 


>At .v 


((Guess* K message, Darts 1 anH o 4. 

trouole for you, oy revealing *Jrl^ WOn,t cause political 
He couldn't mean; I won't do anvthf 1 ^ embarrassin S> if you don't, 
political CDuusequences^for^you^sin^ i*e., without immeuiab 

done so, as Pres_ harf rp * * * aS S P° lnts out, he had already 


V* / 

y 


’vv; * 
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Silt featutr) 

IJphOtes). 
f&fe memory 

Vjg®’ 

ipT^Sept t»: Dobryuin-Soreaaon 

: xhe Soviet Govenuiient will 


-ckY •, • > 

• f T;:‘ : 

*u • r{. -> 

k * * - 


■>; 


Li' ne ; Srtouia ueciae to come uv »*■*•»■=•** , 

Mfnotoe'uii luLeiiOVfcuiottr (alVeKyi. 

. r ixiterfexe m your internal aiiana. •; • •* S, '*£ 

iSii.. ,T»is u-cluaes h»rliu .«.<! ti.e . German, question.. ■ . jVS^S&M 

m&.. ■ ■ •• > . ,_,.. _ :• 


iffl'l appreciated tms message, out'must report the Presiaenf s ieelin^f T J . . 
fptf thaVrectnt actions by tne Soviets had already done a &reat deal ^ 

%l complicate tue situation. Congress and the puolic were iucn - 

*M sensitive to Cuba. In view of ±aix Soviet actions there, this 

HI 


•? -A- 


„if assurance seemea ootn nollow and tardy. (At this point Dou. interject 
tnat he nau tried to reacn me with t is message a weeK ago, eel ore.. 

, % _ «« __i_ vi n "T" /■% /*v T C, i i £2k 


'>Mf#,vtne cuuan issue heatea up). Tne president had understood^ that the 

t- u.. • 4 , 


■ . > 
v-*:f 


aPW**tne cuean issue neateu up;. i**«= **v«*~w.— - -t::"", " ' , 

Premier aid not desire to furnish weapons to our political opponents— 


m 


»«? therefore ne tames tne Soviet actioxis in Cuoa. as somethin^ of..a 
■fedeiioerate ana personal aifront. The president was also very irntatd 

.-,. • _ o ^ ^ in n o r-1 ■f'CLWOn *rvP 1 n.Q T.O iflM R P 


.• *.r' 

I 

J> : ' 


fvr r ueiiUtidtC ciiiva - - - - 

S$*£oy the Tass comment on our U-2 note, wmcn he naa tamen paixxs to make 


®f'moae‘rate7 temperate, aim conciliatory (?). flob claimed not to have 

seen tue Tass comment, out you know how newspapers are, it was necessc 

ry to wait for tne official comment. 

,7 ; - ftQ Scixci ne appre^iefued my comments cm Cuba. and would pa.es them 
;%^ oa lmmeaiately. However, tne arms being sent tnere were purely for. 
*Vf^ : defensive pui'poses. What txxe Soviet Union was doing there was nothing 
fee?”-’rauicai or new; the process at issue had been gaing on graaually ana 
'quietly for some time. To my mention of electronic equipment, teen- 
if I* • niciaxis and missiles ( (SAMS?) ) ae made no comment. ..'"V-Vf "f-x' 

' . •: • . • • '• hi- .~A’' 
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rwaEkv. 
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V(exid): Tne Amb - expressed uis,admiration for the political leadership 
ll^oi’ uie i/res, and askod me who^I .thought would win the eongresoional^gM^ 
■&«[*: elections inNovember. I tolaOiim that this was a question he^snouid« ^ ^ 

'£d-'/ ‘b ■ i i**ir. . _ .. . ./.•_. ~i i _ .. __ „ i. _ _. _« ’.‘fir; 


(subject of 


oy,Russians 

V 14 'J 

..... •>: ^ 


inNovember. 
otners, anu we 

electionsj 

)) ,A 



^ 5 'him 

S&1TV~ •/ \ 


the power of the John Bircn Society, etc 
of. .the ebb. ana flow of^American poli 


ft' At- 


of ..American 

* : •; *»&,.>*' ; 4 ‘ f . ; 


c. In answer I. tried^ to, remind 

i ties i-"i ' i* rf-? - 

itics. . .. r;^: 


Oct 











10, Tnompson-Doo 

T. asned when K was likely to come. Dob said tnis had not yet 
been decideu on Moscow. 'When 1 said tne rumors seem to indicate tne 
latter part of November, he added "or early December." 

Dot tnenasked formy personal opinion as to tne wisdom of such a 
visit at tnis time. ...I went on to say that frequent contacts between,; 
the President ana Mr K would be helpful as I was convinced that many . ^ 
misuxiaerstanaings existed, ana trial at least some of these could be 
cleared, up through closee contact. On tne other hand, I saia he must 
be aware of tne feeling 
wnicn aid not proviae a 
other questions. 'I also 
we naa naa so far, mucn 
question. 

D. indicated he agreed with this view ana said than such a meeting 
was bound to generate nopes .wn.icn mignt result in aisappointment. He 
also mentioned the imminence of American elections. *„• *,1 »• 


aroused in this country uy developments in Cuba, „■ 
very good background against waxen to aiscuss 
said I couid not observe, intne exchanges wu ich 7 : 
hope for a successful settlement of the Berlin 




:sA 


I pointed out tnat Sec. xtusk axx nad told Mr. Gromyko tnat our elections' 
neea play no role in negotiations auout Berlin, out saia tnat the ' :Mir 
republican Party apparently intendea to exploit the Cuban issue in the /|r 
comin 6 campaign, wnicn might further ai'ouse m public sentiment. Mr. 

D saia purely from the point of view of elections, he assumed that next • 
pall wouia be the ideal time for a meeting,, but then went on to indicate hi; 
own view that early December of tnis year might be an appropriate time. 

My impression is tnat he will recommend against any visit at tnis time out 
tnat if K insists oncombin 6 , it'should be some time in earlyDecember. : 


■ ■» i ■ 
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pw ' iK1 " Uv into W65. It Tol l separate peace 

It, if an,, lor.a peace treaty . iuoiuaea ..o threat ot a up . . . 

IfeSST* snould n.y.U.txoh. - . , 

^ : Si fe uilicauce-ol ^t l ure ai f0 r a wruj of recent references;, 

Ilir. Tne 'decision supplements a growing /There were* nowever, •» 

Kltne November elections suPP on Berlin. +i nit the Soviets ^ p , 

i|tc «.«»«' » April ^f-^oSS-riouely-. 

lit ^UUUUraent -candy were out of tne . ; 




V ^O'i 




11 w . ^poorts as early ^ . to negotiate stiiU J 

^■ intelligence rep t ^ y 0 ulu be unaule were out of tne ; 

esiimatea presiae it congressional elec ^ tnemost recent- > . 

U on jjerim uuUi the we vtl reports— inducing tne ^ 0J)K 

tf- way.) mere nave o 1 ^ operational plans fo iin move, are 

fy GPU defector co.den seel u 6 ly seared^o^rlii ^ 

i ar ‘“. 10 icar cowpleticn in Novemoer. Aab D -wore mid-Wovemder 


GU „ defector e»»; seeing laments to 

«, scneduie^ior coapletiou. in^veaoer^ ^ .^ore aid-1,oveaber 

■* A ^, S r^-SSarSseea to fit ^0 this ^^ern. 




lit- 


"tvenson that a »ui- appea this pattern. 

2-U' he came—voulu also seem soviet intentions etif 

come in novemoer o between K ana Pres. ; U-' ' >r 

secure a suimuiv meeting oev ..... 


secure a su*aiv *eeti a . QVert move to establish 

The Hasnow Sov^staremexi^ ^ cuoan crises^'^ drasUc Kf 

a k “ ueut _ „, 1T . Hu.--M.ebts that woscow i - cuba may lean 


L‘v 


& y Cr 


*qv sov statement -- ; A 4 raoau crises. : . vjkf 

nei e nue,au b of tnnnion sit.ultaufc^ Uosphere of an ^oreover^oeoov 

,o US reactions specially dif .. iouIt t0 control. 0 i ose 
i“ s : a :rr^: s tnemf-en=e 

Soviet-Cuoan rex* ve won't 

ocfnrfi elections, 


4 - t* el a t i o iiS iii p • • • & 

Soviet-Cuoan rex* we WO n*t 

■o ruban crisis Delore elections,, #i? . % ... 

((If you aon't provoj Ke (j will have quiet nme. )) 

jin pusn Berlin till men yo 
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Oct, lj>, Bowles - Dob 

(first tiiue they nau talxeu; Bowles leaving 
(Dob nau asmuu lor xuncn 


WteK eui'ile! 


Almost immediately Doo brought up tne 
mm*;: worry “- ua surprise at tne intensity of Ub 
v Xu re sconce to nis question as • to , why 



oi Cuba and expreasea 

. • 'V.:/ 1 3$ ■ ■' m • 1 '‘ 

:tlOn. . : 


quentio 

puuXic rcac • ■ ■, ■ ■ ; , ^^av, 

wo attached' suca importance to ■ 


1 outlined the history oTiUS-Cuba relations 


a relatively maxi island, a - — - -- 

MMliunu parttUvl to tne dituntxon m lb^o,' tne preuaace oi|opani&n 




a-, ana arcw 

£&#-. •>. . _ 

*V.*iaisruie 


breait 
' .provocation 


, ax.u tne 
oi.war. 
wnen ne 

tnaxi 


xxuiiEiiaaii U3,;.puoiic agit 
* 


L tion tuat aueUbd! tnu out 

.. ,.. . •. • ! ... • ... mgK 


,-- Y VV 
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protested mat tne ! ’bOviet presence in Cuua was no greater 

tne US presence in Turkey, I pointed out tnau tne present 


up 


since the war. 


life;: 

v 

jjw 





i ^ ■ 

•fUS, 

f®#' 
r " ' ■ 

•;|/ 

fe'i 

' ' K ^ 

: ' 7 ^ : r% V . „/ 
3.1)“ ,.y „• . 


Vl»u« V w V w x- , 

Administration- r*au inncntea a ..status quo tnat had ^rown .. .- 

in some areas tnt‘ advantage?in-this status quo nad been, wi th*us,; :y in .-. y ^ 
others wi m noscow; in still others it was a stanu-oil. 

our presence mGreece auu Turkey, for instance, represented our 
reaction to Stalin's military anu political pressures against tne^e 
two countries following tne war. It had become part of a status quo vuich 
mail its complexity could safely oe changed o..iy by negotiation with 

i eciprocal beuef-Lta eachsiae. • 

...However, in Cuba tne USSR had unilaterally altered tms status 
quo uy' in-roaucing a wholly new element. Our reaction, in these -p y, . ; .'y.;( 
circumstances, snouiu have been loreseeaole. 

moreover, many US students of Sov affairs were soberlyco.vmced 
onat tne SU naa mate tnis move deliberatexy to provoke a US military 


response a 6 


ainst Cuba on tne theory that tnis would divert our 


energies 
us wii 


• 

• 

-:,h ; 


ch^yi ]ly t < 


•S 


■ V -V*' 


xrom Berlin, anu 'elsewhere, anu enable Sov spokesmen to cnar 0 e 

agression in the UR. ((who?)) u . , 

If tnis Kinu of tnii^King had infact played a part in the Sov analysis, 

it was extremely dangerous. If we did move into Cuba in response to 
some overt act or offensive uuilu-up by tne SU, a global chain of 
events mignt be set in motion wnicn could nave catastrophic consequences. 

lor instance, tne sovo mignt tnen be tempted to take wnat they ^ 

’vi m i n term " counter-action" in Berlin ana perhaps Turkey; and the US > ■>£*. 
by tnat time in an extremely tense mooa, would react witn vigor, 

Tne SU, in turn, would feel pressed by tne Chinese and otner 
extremists to counter our moves, and we would be.on our way together : •> 

down the long slippery slide. _ . . '• ” 

(discussed ^ne Guns of August) 1 asmed v if he nad read Ihe Guns 
of August. He said, "Only a tnree-page' summary." I urged him to read 
at least tne first few cnapters in wnich he would see a patternol 
politico-military action auu counter-action that coulu be repeated in 

next six montns. * ,'y f 

In July 1^14, men of intelligence in Russia, Germany-,'Austria-Run-, 
^ary, irance anu Rutland, all quite conscious of tne forces wnicn were 
feeuing tne approacning holocaust, found themselves enmeshed in ^ 
internal pressures, commitments and precedents wnicn left them powerless 
to avoid tne inevioable. It would be the greatest folly in history 
if we were to reptat tnis insane process in tne nuclear a 0 e. 


ohe 















jl>u u'. i:owiua 


■ : •:' Vv? $jkj 

' ' - ■■•■ -’v* ; 


4 I n ho in ‘V-"Sr!*-. 


vac. openKing oulciy ' as ! an?individual, ■*,£? 



meat. I va&* purticuiarxyncoacwiucu yn •'»**- *-* i,,"%+ ^include, 

tc- iuuicuvea' umt bov- yiapu.ui.vj v«ru ;uriuii ut^ii.a n 0 . . ,,, :?f , ** . 

“ B *‘ uou ““ u “.' uik “i't ;,; c ouinroauct--win‘ ti.c'-.u.l P o^ oome' luoideun. 
11 taia conuiiu tu, 1t oouia produce ’ o V, u0 tncr "Kemember ^ 


xx uuxo iitnviu, to provoite anotncr "Kernel 

perpevrateu pernaps oy maivi^ais oiiiv a P «<-t ration ia 

th/feiuc" iLcia.ul-iu. vcry : a coniiict vuich “ 


anxious U. ...... pres meuucay:*nuu co-mivtcu maoell to .act,under 

certain specific circumstances. ,1'uis wee fc clear comUwl, In 

SU anoaid not vaneit lightly. , • • „ rlua uith v 

2 . pros «cuy reports, Castro now naa anple deien; ZtuT* tell nin 
wiiicii to protect nimseii iron casual l«a.uu, w • ' ° — . ■ 

Lhat under present circumsu&ucts ao aore aims will oe snipped. Ine 
SU snoula tnenask Castro aiuiseli to ma*e a statement announcing tnat , ; . 

the ueiense oi Cuoa was assured anu tnat no more aims were neeueu.^ 

Moscow couiu then inform us that no more arms vioula oe s^ppea. )r 
3. Castro anouid be askea by Moscow to state that he nas.no, 

ieS1 ““o 0 all 1 oi U ^l““i I appearea to listen intently. 1 believe he was 

impressed. oar worries, the USSR was not snipping. 

»r*l - welAn aorstood the da ngers oi doihg,.s°^ Moreover, 
it was unreasouaole loTtne US, as a major pow^r, to expect a small weak 
country such as Cuoa to make such public concessions.to Uipuulic^ 
opinio., eventhoush both tne SU anu Guta might accept all three points 

111 P Why^ 1 unasked pepeateuiy, do we get so excited .about so small.a 

llal,1 °i ? co'.ifeiitea,.. li Bob were misihiormed about the types oi weapons ,. , 
in cuual it would not^be the first time in aiplomatic 


now arriving, 


. •»'**»< V>- > ! . . 

? v ; t.-* ■ j,. * s •. 


History tnat tnis iiad occurrea# 

in the course of his many questions and comments, D stressed what ■ 
he called the Sov Gov’s desire for better understanding, its inaomty 
to fatnom US public opinion, its irrit a tion over tne iact tnat we are _ 
cousiautiv r saying " wait until after tne e l ection and you are always 
navi iifs elections," ((so far as I have seen, U^ never brought uas up; 
bU always did.'"'Were they telixng Dob tnat we were obsessed with this? 
Who oedieved it in Moscow? Were we bringing it up, in other talks. J) 
iLs comcern over its own internal neeus, anu its rejection of my 
"triesis tnat tneUSSH, Cuba or someone else snould maice aL.i Vne 

concessxons." •(' • 

...Our reactions to Cuba appear to nave surprised rum, anu ne is 

franmy at a loss now to explain them. He returned to this question 

again and again. . 

((Then, suppose he had known of plans; would ne have predicted 
strong US reaction, aaviseu against them?)) 
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o.. 11 uct); presuuaul j ... wuulu i.ot h-V<* K “° V" ' y ( ; 

reports uu jiassiifcs. ■ fi , iitu u» s '- couimenb is the 

■ D'.s assurance, in context, it preay “ 'that D ini^t not 

only one I sao vnere J\ ov“wiiich;‘tiiueiB'slpou,iiiettt :•,* 
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jp . K saia probauly he woulu travel to UhGA at end hovuiuber. Early in pov, 

Safc ne voulu ue busy with uomestic 'problems. If situation were favoraole . >*#*, 

.... -I-*- - - ^r.v 

• /4-r *r‘.! • J 


He had b ood recollections 


.t. 

' , 1 ' 


j£. then, ne woulu be glad to meet with Pres. 

.meeting with Pres. Thenperhaps they could: 1) agree on•Hest'ban,^wnich 
ne woulu like to do; 2) excnange - views on disarmament;!*a^d’3)'hw^voula also' 4 1 
'like" to agree "on West .Berlin’ anu create a calmer atmosphere ior|disarmament. 
Por time being, Soviets woulu uo no idling : anu maKe no statements until *• . 


elections. He hau given s his*wprdhontnat. 

koh* ’said I would hope meanwhile there would be no developmenos^wnich ' 

i make a meeting diffiult.' rt? (mentioned. Gromyko was to see ,Pres day.'*/Oil 
tomorrow). . . ''0\,/. 4 /^Vf/ . 4 .// ; ,‘V 4 \ ■ 

, /' i. 1 - . 4 ’ i .. *’. 


;koh: said I would hope meanwhile there would be no developments which 

’would- 
’after 

’ ^ ■ ' •. ~ r 4”. • ' 4 i •*< . •• ' *■. r : r-rst~ t i \ ( .. 

K sepeatea tnat tney would not undertake anything to worsen relations. 
i';He regretted that things had # tnot worked out in accordance witu nis .;*+* 

Jt discussion with Amb Thompson. iSt was regrettable thatCuban question had ’W 
ngy- clown up right in miaale of elections campaign . 

Jpr (K noted tnat he had not known earlier uiatapp ointment was lixeu J\- ; 
fpg^ior Gromyko with Pres. I said'we naa just learned this today. K said 
he was glad and tnanked PresVfor finuing time to receive G). • •' 

• ••• . • •• v • . 

iW' 1 ** 1 * • 

K asked me to convey best wishes to Pres ana hope tnat ne woulu have 
Jpg .success in election campaign, as well as wishes for good healtn and 
success to his family, nis wife ana motner. '■ V'l' 


tne trip.) 

mm: 

W'-Vt, 

*t«> V v<{. ■' 
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(Hoh note: clear ±a that he has as of now made basic decision to make 
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Gromyno—JPK, Oct lb, b piu (Pres, SecState, Tuompson, Hilleubruud; 

Grumyuo,.3emenov, booryhin • , -» • 

- • *. •: ■■• • ‘v '*■* , y. f f^w> 

Mr. G tneix saiu tnat one> Soviet Goverxxment had already indicated’?that i x.rf\ 
i^MC^'^Oulu ao not hin , with regard to West B erlin oefore tne US elections, 

; u.nesa it was compelled to ao otherwise by the activities ox the ouher j 




siae. however, the Sov Gov pioceeucu irom 


ract tTnrc. i u crarr 



Wit : .- -; 

Gov would like to hope that at that time an understanding-concerning \V 
'^•S a Germaxx peace treaty.. .would at lastbe reached. IT there : snoula be no J 
such understanding, the Soviet Governiuexxt would be compelled, and Mr 
G wished toemphasize tne woru "compelled", to sign, together with a 
v '''number of other states, a' peace -treaty with the GDH without an V- 

m&*-‘ understanuiiig with the Western Powers. The SU would also be compelled| 
to taxce such steps as were integrally lirxKed with a peace settlement, ^ 
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steps of wnicn the US axil tne Pres personally had beexi informed oxx a 
nuiiiDerof occassioxis, inciudyihg by Mr K personally. 
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...G : tne Pres hau said tnat if the Sov proposal were to be accepted 
((witnout US troops)) West Berlin would bax±hxeai££baa.xisy come under 
tne control of the GDR and that the social order of West Berlinwoulu 
be tnreatehed by tnis. Mr G asserted that there wasno reason for sucn" 
fears, or doubts, oi' suspicioxis, because the USSR was prepared to under- 
tane solemn guarantees, togetner witn the US and the other Western powers 
axxd also witxi tiae UN, unsunxig respect for tne status of West Berlin. 

He professed not to oe able to understand why tne Pres believed tnat 
tne collective weignt and prestige of tnose nations or tne weight 
and prestige of the UN would not constitute sufficient guaraxxtees of V 
vnat tne President called the freedom of V/est Berlin. 1 ((This on 
Oct Id!)) -V-.f il ‘ : 

...Pres emphasized tnat if the SU desired to coxitixxue to permit one 
people of West Berlin to choose their fate, he uiu not see why withurawal 
oi Western forces wasof axxy importaxice. ...West Bei’l.inwas not a NATO v.' 
case and our troops there were symbolic. ...a symbolic guarantee of th3 ■ • 
freeuom of; tne city. '■ r . iv: v ' :■ 'i4 ivT v V- / 

v -V „-.4 ■ '• • 

"S-:'g ■•■■■■ 

...(K oeiieved Heads of State snould meet to discuss tne problems wtich 
were diviuixxg tne two powers, ana firs^ ana foremost the question of a 
German peace treaty axia of West nerlin. If Mr. K snould have an 
opportunity of aom 0 so, ne would come to New fork in the lattern part 
oi Novemoerin connectionwith General Assembly. Thus, what was meant 
was tne possiuinty of K’s coming after the US elections, 










■ f* - 



















C'G proce«ueu with preparou text■ on. Cuuu.. • • > . ' 

->«• *“ iM ^ aU '^tX‘‘“n«‘^“ K« P lhe USG ^t 


A \j\JiUdif Vtliciw I'UUiU •. • % 1 . KftlirAfitv : 

f;W^...VA±l intematixul prouiemsimuat,beresolved oy negotiation between^ 
®&the states' coiicorued.Al-turVi^tiife US aua*USSK were now ne^otxatin^and..^ , 
^gfmaKing statements vn ich snoulu ; 'be’ 0 iven credence. V.as it not sufficient 


Was it not sufficient 

aa®lor;Cuba to sta.e that it wiaiecl negotiations ana a solution oi 
Wtxiatln*' problems.on a mutually :.aceep table, basis? ’ *4%. ! ‘ 

G'said no knew the Pres appreciated frankness. ^r.K's conversation 
P’i vitn tne Pres at Vienna nau been,. lrai*K. arid tneieiore, v.i 1 ° 


*'. «fc*t „ 

<’'A vvVi tf- 




7ife mmseif wisnea to be irank, too. Tne situabion today couia 


hi 


Pfe lluibSlOil • iic; UlUigcxi n*w..v>x --- , 

:i ^v, not be compeled to tnat obtaining in tne miuaie oi tneiyth^centurj. 


Modern tim'es were not tne sane as tnose when colonies had been divided among 
» colonial powers, nouern tines coulu not be compared to tnose *henit took 
■mm- weeks or montns fttixah for the voice of the attacked to be Statements 

ffrhaa been maae tnat tne US was a powerful ana great natxon; this was true, but 
^Xwnat Kina of a nation was tne USSR? H* K had been favorably impressed with 
W& the President's statement at Vienna regarding the equality oi forces of our 
fWtwo.nations. Since t,is was so, i.e., since the USSR was also a gr,at and 
fciv stron, nation, it couia not stand oy as a mere observer wnenaggression was 
■1-., planned ana wnen a threat oi war was looming. The USG was surely aware oi 
the Su's attitude toward the recent call-jp. of 190,000 Reservists in the US. 
((what nan lea to tnat?)) Tne SG believed that if both sides were for 
fjpSfe relaxatxou of international tensions ana lor solving, the outstanding 

international problems, sucn demonstrat ons could be designed only lor the^. 
purpose of increasing, tensions ana shoulu terefore oe avoided. ' If worse v’- 
r r ---- j -’— - 1 - " 1L n 000 soldiers, .wo.ui 


■mm 


:3 mW?; purpose oi increasing, usuoiuns «nu on«u.*.u « -- “ —--- 

Jffi -T, snould come to worse andii war snouid occur, then surely 190, 
Jfa&ibe of no significance. As tne Pres was surely aware, today v 


was not 1612, 




Rffiltnt 


'ft+si wnen Rapoleon nad relied on the number of soldiers, sabres ana rules. 

••«| S could today's situutiuii be compared to 1941, when hitler had relied on tne,^. 
kj'y.v number of tanxs and g,uiis. Today, mile itself and military tecnnology had 

created an e.itireiy uifieient situation, where it was pettex not to rely oxi 
.furms. As to Soviet assistance to Cuba, Hr G stated that he was instructed 
iji| $ to make it clear, as the Sov uov had already done, that such assistance, 

I/', pursued solely for the purpose of coiitributiuti to tne delexise cap aointii.s oi 
Cuua and to tne development of Cuba, toward the development of its a^ricux- 
ture and laxid amelioration, ana training py Sov specialists of Cuban national, 
in handlix.g, defensive armaaexits were oy no means offensive. If it were 
otherwise, the Sov Gov woulu have never become ixivolved in'rexxdering sucn 
assistance. 
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Pres said he was glad that Hr. G'naa referred to Laos'because ne)' ■' 
believed max, tne buv policy oxx.tnat problem was asi*ir. G described it.;; 
^|fS°far tne SU had apparently met its obligations just as tne US/had me tv them.:* 
^jj^Hovever, a most serious mis tame. xxad been maue last .summer wivn respect? to, 
v)/ Cuba. Tne US naa not pressed the Cuban problem anu ; had attemptedta t' push •*?%.• 
$$|i it aside although of course a number of people iutnis ‘country opposed 



Tne Pres said he aid 


embarked upoxx the policy of supplying arms to Cuba. 

Slot L..OW the reasons for that snift in Sovl policy because* 't here? was : 'xxo 
jp'yitnreat ox invasion anu he would have been glad to give appropriate assur-,;;. >;y 
afe--ances to that effect had Hr. K communicated witn xxiai. V Sov arms supply" 
Mlhaa a proiouna impact in tne United States; Amb Dobrynin was surely aware . V ,v 


..__ proiouna impac 

of now tne Americaii people axxu tne Congress felt on this matter.fThe 
Jr staauxixx nau tried to calm tnis reaction anu ne, tne Pres, nad made a‘statement 
M||tnat in view of the na ture of Sov assistance to Cuoa at tnis time coolness 
W# was required. let, the pres said,' ne wished to stress that Sov actions 
vf^-weie extremely serious and ne coulu lintt no satisfactory explanationfor -'<f 
lg. them, 'me Sov Unionwas surely aware of US feelixigs witn regard to ' 

^ Cuba, wmch was oxxly yO miles away from the US. The Pres continued that 'V/ 
If A: the US plaxxned no blockade of Cuba; it was on-y a question of snips vakiixg 
^:f* arms to Cuba iiot being able to stop in the US with their return cargo. Thus 
a Yer ^ unfortunate situation had developed. ThePres said he did not 
fvy know where it was taking us out it was the most dangerous situatioxx since the 
■0: eil <i of tne war. The US had taxcentne Sov statemexxt concerxxing the nature of 
: m [%'the armaments supplied to Cuba at its face value. ((How strong was influence 
'• oi tnese statements on our beliefs?)) He, the Pres, had attacked last 
Sunuay in Indianapolis a Senator who was advocating invasion, ((see)) and 
rvff.he nad stated mat the Cuban problem must be kept in perspective. The Pres 
^•reiterated tnat tnis was a dangerous situation, ana saiahe aia not know ''0:. 
wnere t ^ ie USSR planned to have it end. '* ' V, -A 

' Hr. G said that tnere naa alre^ay been an invasion, and it was well 
ifknown how it exidea, it was well kxiown haw, both from facts and statemeixts 
JgJ including txxe President's own, under wnat circumstaxxces and by whom, that v, 
^.invasion nad been organized. ... • ‘ ■ 

'tv'. The prfcS interjected tnat he had aiecussed with Mr. K the April, iy61 ':W, 
ixxvasioxi ana had said that it was a mis ake. He also pointed out he would x 
have given assurances t*.at there would be no furtner invasion, either by 




* MB;'? 


reiu^ees- or by US i'orces# 
tne siiructoion cxiaji^ecL* 


But last July tne SU took certain actions and 


v*r. 


...hr.^u continued*. . also, as lar as ariaaiu.euts v;ere concerned, Soviet 
'^.specialists v»ei*e Graining Cuoans in handling certain types oi’ ariuaments 


v,exe only deiensive—and he wisned to stress the word defensive— 
in character, and tv.us aich trainxn^ could not constitute a tnreatto tne 
: tne US* He reiterated tnat if it v/ere otherwise the SU wxuld never have 
agreed to renaer sucn assistance. 
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J 8 J*V£ " P“e Pres said mat in order to be clear on tnis Cuoan pro slew he wanted ^ 
Jfto- state • tne ioiiowxix*. Tne US had;;'no inixunxcix intention"oi'; r invauin& Cuba. 
Jjjpnti'ouuction last July oi intensive arxuaments had coiuplicuteu'the*situation*and 
•^created !& rave dax^er. Hiw own actionshad been to prevexxt, uixless’US'security 

i. •fro id diPi n.'/ ir <inup t.ha i: mi hf. nvr\\it\[r^ v ^ __ 


S *^,tms; hau been' US position anu policy"bn tnis question. ->'He notedf thafttne *’« ;$t'< 
Attorxxey General xxau discusseu the^Cubaxx’situation with Amb Dob^soHhat'the v W : ^ 
f&latter ‘mus u be aware ul' wnat it'vas. The., Pred-fa^ain recallednis IndianooolisX 

jfeRnhoph l) 'rtf ‘ / /.\ \ 4 -L_ i _ __ . ,£ _ - . c * *a 


—. ‘ ^ — 'WVA wj V AA O U>SiV " V A V U^lUXiOiVOl r < - / 

** ir • G stautu tixe SU proceeded: ii'oui tne assumptxoxx tnat on basis of 
r's statements and' his own toaay ' the US Gov anutne l" re shad a'clear idea 

> 0± ' tne Sov policy on tnis xuatter ana of tne Sov evaluation of US action in 
*nrelatxon‘ u --- l - —• •*•- -. 
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A. V/ -V X-A.-U U JiVXl U O at/ OiUll ill 

to Cuua. He saiu ne. hauno tiling to aua to what he had alreauy said. 


$r...(ena) lue Pres empnasized tnat noit er he nor Mr. K must take actions leadin 
.‘ y to a oonirontation of our two countries. ...What was inexlicable in the 
.**' Xl fe nt 01 wnat ne na a tou^ht to be Mr. K's understanding ©f the US was vnat 
^nownappeneu in cuua since July. Since naos, that particular situatioxr nad 


.iu-i; 

I#:. 


been the iuost serious oxxe. 


ended at 7:20 




%/0ct 22: Sec called Amo Doo in at 6 pm . (l)ob Kara read letter from Pres 
:i; to K and copy of aaaress vn.ich Pres would make at 7; asked whether letter 
^ iroux pres woulu.be puuiisnea and was told that the USG nasno intention ofx 
jniDXisxiix^ at tins time of puDiisain^ it ana would inform Sovs if tnis 
e®! 1 !; 0il v,fcre cua f i ° ea .) Sec saia’ that he had not been instructed to aua 

■?ntL * he SPee “ WaS seif -explanatory. Speaking inforaaly.l# 

#.:.hfe_ bee MU tnat it was incomprehensible ao him now the leaders in Moscow W’ 

ix a feross error of judgment as to wnat the US coula accept. ■ 


couxg maxe suen a 


^ J He expressea trxe hope tuat the SU would rnarne 


a major efiort to 


correct 

- ' ft * * - N - 


^ situaoio.;. 

f fl - ai ? tnaL ." al1 of this" was unjustifiable ana voula very s.roxxfely 

tne interuatxoxxai situatxoxx. He saia that he woula report tne 
,j..messages ana tne conversatioxi promptly. ^ 
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Mv dear friend: We are now ia possession of incontrovertibl; military?^ 

* *<J - . * 7 7* ’ = *. $£7 

Letters to jyi&CiUJLilciiij w .* i 5 ;,..U- A ; • /*/ *'\~yA*';!,.* 

(drafted'oy-Jolmaoxi) '. . 777->;' Jr--- 

jCUXSXifAiiJllixSvideace that tne Sovs have alreauy ins ' 

ox leas ive nuclear missiles in Cuba, and that some oi theae-uia./ 
alreauy be operational. Tnis constitutes a threat, to • the^peace^0^£./?^,- 
aot only of tnis hemisphere ; but of tae entire free world, sty- ; >%r : vjHtfisfPtf 
5 (to Mac; You willrecall tnat last month X stated pubiiclythat iT 1 

tne : government of the US would cum icier' the presence*0#grpuxm-p'-*77£|-; 
to-grouxid missiles in-.Cuba as an offensive tnreat.^la reaponae|to ,■ 77 
uiy remakrs, the“Sova stated^that such armaments ana wilitary^^n^' 
equxpment na as hua beer; shipped by them to Cuba wexe exclusively 
01 a defensive-nature, and this was repeatedTto me only last Thursday 
by Gromyko under instructions. " * *7 •' . ' /" 7-7 ..'i 

Tno. foregoing has created' a higiily critical situation^ whith>^;f.><s 
must be met promptly and fearlessly. 7/ Ay*-’■''17 

-1 ...1 am quite clear' in my.minu tnat these missiles have,got ' -..V 

to be withdrawn,... 

The object of the quarantine, v/nich will be put into efiect 
immediately, is to prevent the SU from introducing additional 
missiles into Cuoa ana to lead to the elimination of tne 
missiles taut are already inplace. . ; h 

...I need not point out to you tne possiole relation of tnis 
secret aim dangerous move on the part of Khrushchev to Berlin. _ 

We must together be prepared for a time of testing.- 7 ? 

• 1 ’ , r; .i 

...T.iis is a solemn moment for our two countries, mdeea for the fate 
of tne entire world. It is essential that tne already great dangers 
before us snouia xiot be increased tnrough miscalcuiati -m or 
underestimating by the Soviets of what we intend to ao, axiu are 
prepared to enaure, ixi the face of the course oa wnicn tney have 
so recklessly embarked. 
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Oct 21, 7:41 pm 


(Thompson arafter) 


l m 


aeliver one nour before speech, / pm Oct 22 

■ l' ■ r* 




Sir: 


.V. 

>• ;.k-> 






Tnere is attachea a copy of the statement I 


k t**. • - 

.• *e 

am making tonignt ‘ ¥ 


mere m aiwwicu » '-~ rv7 -- - - . 

/ /chan-’e to* A cony oi the statement 1 am maxing* tonight conceriu^g: 

iivnopLud ki* tne reaction of my Government %m 

been handed to your Ambassauor lu Washington ^(preier tarn, K not ,, 

nave immediately availablejfull text of statement:* Oct* 22, aU^pm)) 




UC uw — — v - , 

been handed to your Ambassauor lu Washington . 

nave immediately available;full text oi statement-Oct•22, _ 

In view oi the g4avity' of developments; to wmcn 1 reier, I want 

you to'Know iuimeaiately^.and]accuratelyjthe;:position.of. myvGoyerinaent 

,on .this discussions &ucL exchanges on Berlin and other international 

questions, the one tiling that has most concerned me has been“tne - 

possibility tnat your Government would not correctly underutana, tne >,*; 
will and determination of ? tne US in any givensituation, since I 
have not assumed that you or any otner sane man would, in tins 
nuclear a 6 e, deliberately plunge the world into war winch it is 
crystal clear no country could win and which could only result in ... , 

catastrophic consequences to tne whole world, including, tne 
r fc* s s o X* * 

At our meeting in Vienna and suusequently, I expresseu our 
readiness ana desire to . find, tnrougn peaceful negotiation, a .. 

solution to any ana all problems tnat divide us. _ At the same time, 

I maae it clear that in view of the objectives oi tne ideology to • 
wmch you adhere, tne US coula not tolerate any action on your part 
wnich in a major way disturbed the existing over-all balance oi power/ 
in the world. » I stated that an attempt to force abandonment oi our 
responsibilities ana commitments in Berlin woula constitute such an 
action and that the US would resist with all the power at its 
command. 

It was in oraer to avoid any incorrect assessment on tne part /* 
oi your Government witn respect to Cubat hhat I publicly staled that 
if certain aevelopments in Cuba took place, tne US woula ao whatever 
must be done to protect its own security and thao oi its allies. ; 

Moreover, the Congress aaaoptea a resolution expressings its support^ 
oi this declared policy.. Despite tnis, the rapid development of 
: long-range missile bases and other offensive weapons systems in Cuba 
has proceeuea. 1 must tell you tnat tnax the US is determined to 
remove tnis threat to the security of tnis hemisphere. -v 

((change, Oct 22, y:bb am; I must tell you that the US is 
determined tnat this tnreat to the security oi tnis hemisphere ue 
removed.)) 

At tne same time, 1 wish to point our tnat the action we are taking 
is tne minimum necessary to remove the threat to the security oi the 
nations oi this hemispnere. The fact oi this minimum response snould 
not oe taken as a basis, however, for any misjudgement on your part. 

I nope tnat your Government will refrain from any action wnicn 
would widen or deepen this alreaay grave crisis aidi that we can 
agree to resume tne path of peaceful negotiation. 
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4 “v. rcc^v^our 1-tJ.r, ^ 

UU1 ^ Xt 1 *t > v frankly*that measures outlined • in your statement 

'IXTrtZ peace ana -canity of peoples. 


waters control ox vessels bound for snores of Cuban Republic. 

It is self-understood that we also cannot recognize ri b nt of 
db to 1 estaulisn control over armaments essential to Republic ol 
Guua for strengthening of its defensive capacity. . 

We coni irm that armaments now on Cuoa, regardless oi classil- 
. ,^ fe to wiicn tne, belong, are destined exclusively for aeiensive 
purposes, in oraer to secure Cuban Republic from attacx of aggressor. 
P P I nope mat Government of US will snow prudence and renounce 
actions pursued by you, wnich o,uld to.ad to catastrophic oonseqteuBS 

/'° r v i ewp oi!!t° of ^Sovieat" 1 "Government with regard to your statement 
of Oct 22 is set forth in statement of Soviet Government wmcn is 
being conveyed iarausK to you througn. your ambassauor in Moscow. 


Oct 23» b.5i P a . '*>>/: ' .. 'n-.g y l-*yk&' 

f^freceivld your letter of Oct 23. I think you -will 
recognize that the steps wn.ich started tne current chain, oi events 
was tne action of your Government .in secretly iurnishmg offensive 
weapons to Cuds. V;e will be discussing tnis matter in, the Security 
Council. In tne meantime, I am concerned tnat we botn snow prudenceg: 
and uo nothing to allow events to mane the situation more dixiicul 

to control tnan it already is. ‘ • 

1 no ;e tnat you will issue immediately tne necessary 
instructions to your ships to observe tne terms of tne quarantine, 
tne oasis of wn.ich was estaulisned by the vote of tne GAS tnis • 

afternoon, and vsi.icn will go into effect at 1400 hours Grennwmcn 
time Oct 24. Sincerely, • 


A" i .- ", 
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Sov&ei : Government s tate»fout,’ 0 c t O _ 

ii. np sov Gov emphasizes* once again tuat all weapons in the ' 

♦ * • l a i e bOW tov euipuubii V11 aua va.ll serve tne purposes v,.;^- 

Soviet muon's posseostioa are ^^ r » fexlstlIlg interaati0 ua con- t ^ 

0l .‘v,r C tte 6 trLiicfol' powerful weapons, iuoluaiut, nuclear rocKet w;;,' 
Wfe-nous’ in tne soviet Union is acknowledged by all the; peopl 
the wo?lu to te the aeoisive factor'in deternn.* th^ a^rcesfve^y^ 
iorces pi imperialism^frorn unleashing a o ^ ,..- W 

The US Government accusses Cuba'or creattng^a threat to’*tn% security ; ^ 
ine US ^ ve ™; u is itoinfi to believe"tnat Cuba can oe a tnreat o 
Vo tne US’ "" lf we thiuk^orfhe respective*Bize ana resources^ the Hwo 
_ .i-v.-i^c ot trwir armaments, no statesman in his rig..t mind, can g* % 
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((hut suppose tnejf put 200 missiles tnere. Sovs cuulu easily ana 
quicKly put more MKBMs into Cuoa. tnan US bad ICBMs or Polaris. 

Sovs were not beni^ reassuring as to numbers, t 

Were we considering question of numDers or signif icance.)) 

((If all weapons of SU are "defensive," then wnat is information 
coateHTof statements tnat SU was putting "only" defensive weapons 
there 9 What was being ruled out? Form of statements certainly 
implied tnat some tiling was being said about type of weapons, in 

response to US distinctions# , n U u.. 

If ICBMs in SU are deterrent to aggression against Cuba, vny 

need MRBMs in Cuba—especially controliea by Soviets?)) 
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As was; 
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With regara to tne SU's assistancs to Cuba, tnis assistance is 
..M, ; . exclusively designed to improve Cuba's deiensive capacity . ■A 
SkifV. stated on 3 September iyb2...tne SG has responded to e 
Mbs Government's request to help Cuba with arms. Tne communique states ^ 
that such arms ana military equipment are intended solely i orj^ 
'defensive purposes, ((check)) ■ V V ' l ' ; ” *'*'%:;■ 

"...The US is demanding that'tne military equipment Cuba needs for its> 
Clown defense should be withdrawn from its territory, a s^ep to wnich^, 
no State prizing its independence can, of oxurse, a to ree., ; 
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